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Dear Friend of Delaware Greenways,
   
As we approach mid-summer, it is my pleasure to report on our
recent successes and the exciting things happening at Delaware
Greenways.  First, on a sadder note, David Hunt, our Managing
Director, has decided to pursue other professional and
entrepreneurial opportunities available to him.  During his time with
Delaware Greenways, David developed a comprehensive strategic
plan, created the innovative See You Outside public outreach
program, and played a key role in strengthening and expanding our
partnership with peer organizations and governmental agencies. 
We are extremely grateful to David for his accomplishments on
behalf of Delaware Greenways and wish him all the best in his
future endeavors. A now seasoned veteran of the organization, Jeff
Greene, our Traffic Planner, will serve as Interim Managing
Director.
 
At the board level, we are delighted to welcome two new members
to the Board of Directors:  Manju Sethi and Cathy Williams.  And
they have both jumped right in.  Manju has taken ownership of the
See You Outside program, and Cathy is leading our team for the
Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community which will be held in
September. 
  
The Historic Penn Farm continues to be a success story for
Delaware Greenways, thanks to the leadership of Becca Manning,
Steve Borleske, and Lynne Kielhorn. As a testament to our
commitment to sustainable agriculture, we have been awarded a
$5,000 grant by DuPont through their Clear into the Future
Program. The funds will be used to increase our level of activities at
the Farm and expand our reach into the community.
 
Finally, our trail initiatives have resulted in remarkable progress on
a number of long-term projects.  We were pleased to learn that the
new State Budget has funding for the final phase of the 7- mile
Wilmington to New Castle greenway, including a bicycle and
pedestrian bridge over the Christina River. DelDOT has begun
construction of the Valley Road Trail in Hockessin,  and DNREC has
officially opened the spectacular Gordon's Pond Trail in Cape
Henlopen State Park. Each of these projects has been the in the
works since the 1990's and trace directly to the advocacy efforts of
Delaware Greenways and our partners. These trails will be enjoyed
for years to come, and we are extremely proud that we played a
part in their development.   
 
I hope you have a wonderful summer and I hope to See You
Outside!
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Peter J. Walsh, Jr.
President
Delaware Greenways

 

Penn Farm Welcomes Volunteers!
 
Summer has arrived and
the farm is buzzing with
activity. With all of the
warm weather, both the
crops and the weeds are
flourishing. Even though
William Penn High School
has employed students
from the Agriculture
Department to man the
4- acre plot where the
students grow crops for
their CSA as well as for
Colonial School District, a
little extra help is always
appreciated! 

The Unique Butterflies

The Unique Butterflies is a
non-profit organization
founded by Diamond Doran,
a twelve-year-old student.
Her older brother, Deonte,
has cerebral palsy and has
been through several
surgeries and health issues.
Through all of these
experiences, Diamond has
always admired her
brother's smile that never
leaves his face. His
excitement and energy for
life inspired Diamond to
gather other girls from 11-
17 to help raise money for
individuals and families who
are touched by a disability.
Diamond and her mother,
Lisa, came to Delaware
Greenways over the winter
to tell their story and see if
the two organizations could

somehow collaborate. Diamond explained that she was looking for a
place where children with disabilities could go to relax and not
worry about people misunderstanding them. 
 
The Butterflies have been given a plot of land on Penn Farm to
begin their very first Butterfly Garden! The group visits the farm
every first and third Tuesday of the month. They have planted
sunflowers, calendula, dahlias, cornflowers, Queen Anne's lace and
many other species of flowers that will help to attract butterflies and
other beneficial insects. Aside from creating their garden, The
Butterflies plan to use the farm as a space to do arts and crafts,
have picnics and possibly hold a fundraiser. 

The Food Bank of Delaware
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The Food Bank of Delaware was given a small plot of land to
practice growing their own
vegetables to offer their
members. Twice a week the
Food Bank and volunteers
tend to their garden plot and
assist William Penn High
School with their plot. The
Food Bank's volunteers
include young children to
school groups to banking
firms. For instance, a group
of Morgan Stanley investors
helped weed potatoes and
string up the tomato plants. 

In addition to the organized
groups that have scheduled
volunteer days, several
members of the community
volunteer their time on a
weekly basis. Projects such
as tree planting, tilling, path
making, weeding, planting
and harvesting are all included in the list of tasks that the
volunteers assist in. Summer is a busy time on the farm and a
heartfelt "Thank You!" goes out to all of the volunteers on Penn
Farm! 

If you are interested in volunteer opportunities on the farm, please
contact Farm Manager, Becca Manning.

See You Outside' Challenge Kick-
off 

 
We are excited to announce the kick-off
of our second 'See You Outside'
challenge that will run through October

31s t, 2014. So "what is this challenge all
about?" you may ask. It's an
opportunity for you to find out what
terrific outdoor resources Delaware has
to offer for recreational purposes. And
as you enjoy any of our approved
activities and send us photos (selfies
included!) via e-mail, instagram or
twitter, get entered in a drawing to win

fun prizes. To learn more and sign up for the challenge, visit our
website syodelaware.org. You will also find this website to be the
most comprehensive resource for fun events and activities in the
state. So register today to have a fun, happy and healthy summer.

Delaware Commits $6.3 Million  to
Greenways and Trails
 
 
In a very early vote on July 1, both the Delaware House and Senate
voted unanimously to approve an FY15 capital budget bill (HB425)
for the state of Delaware that includes a new and substantial $6.3
million commitment to greenways and trails.    
The $6.3 million commitment approved by legislators includes $2.7
million for "Statewide Trails and Pathways" for the Delaware
Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control
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(DNREC) and $3.6 million for "Bike and Pedestrian Improvements"
for the Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT).    
Among the DelDOT projects that are likely to move forward with
this new state commitment are the final phase of the 7
mile Wilmington-New Castle Greenway, including a bicycle and
pedestrian bridge over the Christina River. Delaware Greenways
has been advocating for this project since the 1990s and now,
thanks to remarkable leadership from Governor Jack Markell, State
Senator Robert Venables, DelDOT and DNREC, it is actually
happening.  
 
A large part of the $2.7 million for the "Statewide Trails and
Pathways" funding for DNREC will likely be used to build
the Assawoman Canal Trail in Bethany Beach.  
Two years ago, the Delaware General Assembly authorized an
incredible $13 million in new discretionary funding for these two
same DelDOT and DNREC programs. While not as large a new
commitment as 2012, the July 1 vote by legislators last week still
represents a substantial and serious ongoing commitment by state
government leadership to make Delaware the most bicycle friendly
state in America.

DelDOT Completes Talley Road
Section of Northern Delaware
Greenway

DelDOT completed a gap
in the Northern Delaware
Greenway (NDG) in June.
The redesigned section of
Talley Road connects the
back of Rockwood
County Park to Weldin
Ridge and other
communities along the
road. The redesigned
road provides the
needed, safe, off-the-
road passage for walking
and biking.  

Delaware Greenway Announces
Hockessin Valley Road Greenway 
Construction at the 2014 Hockessin
July 4th Parade  
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After 17 years of preparation and patience Delaware Greenway's
most northwestern project is finally starting construction. The path
from the Hockessin Athletic Club and Lantana Square to the Francis
Swift Park is underway. This is the first of three greenways in the
long range Delaware Greenway plan to connect Hockessin to
Yorklyn and Delacastle.  See map here.   The Hockessin Greenway
started with a vision by Boyd Sorenson and was laid out by Tim
Plemmons, Delaware Greenways' first Executive Director.  See
Exhibit 1 for the history of this project. 
 

The project was announced at the 2014 July 4th Hockessin Parade.

This parade was first held on July 4th 1976 at the Hockessin United
States bicentennial celebration. The parade sponsored by the
Hockessin Rotary Club has been an annual event along with relay
races and fireworks. Representative Ramone and New Castle
County Councilwoman Janet Kilpatrick  explained the project to
parade spectators.  

Gordon's Pond Trail Opens! 
 

On June 18th, the much
awaited Gordon's Pond Trail
opened.  This trail, which
Delaware Greenways has
supported for many years
through its advocacy for
trails and greenways was
opened with much well
deserved fanfare.  Board
members Fred Hartman,
James Wilson and Gail Van
Gilder represented Delaware
Greenways at the opening
ceremony.  Gail, now a full
time resident of Lewes, plans
to spend many hours walking
and biking on the trail and
Fred, who, with his family
spends many hours hiking
bilking on the trails of

Coastal Sussex County, are excited and welcome their friends from
Northern Delaware to try out the new trail which traverses through
Cape Henlopen State Park close to its sandy beaches.
 
Click here for the official press release.
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Walk for a Healthy Community with
Delaware Greenways  

 
Show your support for the work of Delaware Greenways and
participate in a community wide fun, family event - all at the same
time.!! The walk actually begins on one of the Northern Delaware
Greenway trails!    
 
The HighMark Walk for a Healthy Community is an annual
fundraising walk that benefits local health and human service
agencies.  Register for the event and designate Delaware
Greenways as your chosen non profit agency.
 
Then get your friends, family and company to support you in any of
several ways - walk with you, support through a pledge, give a
donation, form a Team .  All funds raised will go to the organization
selected.  Please register here.    
 
The Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community provides food,
entertainment and prizes and fun activities for children are available
after the walk. In addition, free health screenings and valuable
health information are available after the walk.
 
All registered walkers who raise or donate $25 will receive a Walk
for a Healthy Community T-shirt while supplies last. For every $50
that you donate to participating organizations, you will receive one
chance for raffle prizes valued at more than $1,000. 

Delaware Greenways Welcomes
New Members to their Board of
Directors
 
President Peter J. Walsh, Jr. announced today that two new
Directors of the organization have been elected to the Board of
Directors of Delaware Greenways.  Manju Sethi and Cathy Williams
were welcomed to the Board by President Pete Walsh at the Board's

June 18th meeting. 
 

 
Manju Sethi is a Business Consultant with over
20 years of experience in Strategic Planning,
Business Development and Marketing. Having
held leadership positions at Thermo Fisher
Scientific and DuPont, as well as several start-
ups, Ms. Sethi looks forward to bringing her
experience to benefit the efforts of Delaware
Greenways.
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Catherine Williams comes to the Board with a
career that includes senior management
positions at several Fortune 500 companies in
sales, marketing and business development.  In
addition, she has been involved in the growth of
two mid/late stage scientific companies and one
internet start up.
 
Please join us in welcoming them to the
Delaware Greenways' family!
 
If you are interested in serving on our board,
please call (302 655-7275) or email the office - we are very
interested in speaking with you! 

Delaware Greenways Adds to its
Professional Staff
 
Interim Managing Director, Jeff Greene, announced the addition of
two talented young planners to its staff.  Gabrielle Anne Vicari and
Candice Myruski are both Masters of Arts graduates from the
University of Delaware's Institute for Public Administration and the
Center for Historic Architecture and Design. They will be assisting
the organization in moving its mission forward, in particular, they
will be concentrating their efforts in community planning and
byways projects and in its public outreach program, See You
Outside. 
 

  
Gabrielle Vicari
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
             Candice Myruski
 
 

 
In welcoming Candi and Gabby to the staff, Jeff said, "The addition
of these two very talented individuals will enable us to better serve
our communities up and down the state." 

Rockwood Festival uses the
Northern Delaware Greenway
 

The annual Rockwood Ice Cream Festival attracted many people to
Rockwood Park (the last weekend in June), many using the
Northern Delaware Greenway as points of entry.
 
The Festival was very well attended, particularly by families and
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other young folks, who enjoyed the catered food, fun and a wide
range of amusements.
 
Many attendees, who knew (or found) that parking spaces were
limited, used the Northern Delaware Greenway as points of entry on
foot, on bike, or in baby carriages!
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